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The Holocaust Remembrance Association gala - Upstanders Arise is a powerful evening of 
remembrance, education, and action on April 29, 2025, in Houston, Texas. This distinguished 
sold out event honors individuals whose leadership and moral courage exemplify what it means 
to be an Upstander in today’s world. The evening will feature keynote remarks, a formal dinner, 
exclusive art and destination trip auction, and a full-stage theatrical performance of “How to Die: 
The Life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer.” This year’s honorees include Governor Greg Abbott, Dr. Moshe 
Vardi, and Mrs. Caroline Glick—each recognized for their unwavering commitment to truth, 
justice, and the defense of Jewish life and memory. 
 

About the Holocaust Remembrance Association 

The Holocaust Remembrance Association (HRA18) is a Texas-based 501(c)(3) organization 
dedicated to sensitizing hearts to the issues of the Holocaust and modern antisemitism through 
education, healing, and reconciliation. Formed by Jewish descendants of Holocaust survivors 
and their Christian allies, HRA18 seeks to end antisemitism and hatred of the Jewish people by 
growing a community of Upstanders who drive real change toward a more just and 
compassionate world for current and future generations. 
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HONOREES 

Governor Greg Abbott - Champion of Truth Award  
In recognition of his unwavering leadership in combating 
antisemitism and advancing Holocaust education. Through landmark 
initiatives such as Texas H.B. 3257 and Executive Order GA-44, 
Governor Abbott has strengthened legal protections, mandated the 
adoption of the IHRA definition of antisemitism across Texas public 
universities, and reaffirmed Texas’s support for Israel on the global 
stage. His decisive actions to uphold truth and protect Jewish 
communities embody the core values of this award. 

 

Mrs. Caroline Glick - Guardian of Memory Award  
For her unwavering dedication to preserving the truth of the 
Holocaust and its enduring lessons. As a writer, educator, and 
advocate, she has championed historical integrity through 
storytelling and public discourse, ensuring that the memory of the 
Holocaust remains a powerful force for education and moral clarity. 
Her work exemplifies what it means to be an 
Upstander—safeguarding truth and inspiring future generations to 
remember, reflect, and act.  

Dr. Moshe Vardi - Defender of Courage Award  
For his extraordinary moral courage in confronting antisemitism and 
discrimination within academia. A renowned professor at Rice 
University, Dr. Vardi has boldly spoken out against rising hostility 
toward Jewish students and faculty through a series of impactful 
op-eds that call attention to institutional failures and demand 
accountability. His unwavering stand, taken despite personal and 
professional risk, exemplifies the role of an Upstander—defending 
truth, challenging injustice, and inspiring change.  

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Brigitte Gabriel - New York Times bestselling author  
Brigitte’s life story is one of resilience, determination, and an 
unshakable commitment to freedom. As a child, she survived war in 
the Middle East, enduring years in an underground bomb shelter 
before ultimately immigrating to the United States in search of 
security and opportunity. Her experiences have fueled a lifelong 
mission to educate, empower, and mobilize others in defense of 
Judeo-Christian values and fundamental human rights. As our 
keynote speaker, Ms. Gabriel will deliver an inspiring and urgent 
message about the need for bold leadership in the fight against 
bigotry and extremism. 

 

 
 
 



Statements by HRA18 Leaders 
 
“Upstanders Arise is more than a gala—it is a call to action. In a time of growing darkness, we 
must shine a light on truth, justice, and remembrance. Our honorees exemplify what it means to 
stand with courage, lead with integrity, and refuse to be silent in the face of hate. Through their 
example, we are reminded that history’s lessons are not just to be remembered—they are to be 
lived,” said Rozalie Jerome, Founder and President of HRA18. 
 
“This evening brings together leaders who are making a real difference. The Upstanders we 
honor have boldly stood against antisemitism and injustice, each in their own way. Through this 
gala, we reaffirm our shared commitment to protecting freedom, confronting hatred, and 
inspiring the next generation to carry forward this vital mission,” said Holly Ham, Board 
Member and Upstanders Gala Chair. 

 

For more information about the Upstanders Arise Gala, the Holocaust Remembrance 
Association, or projects like the March of Remembrance, and the March of Life, visit HRA18.org.  

To schedule interviews related to the Upstanders Arise gala, please contact Holly Ham at 
HollyH@hra18.org or (713) 249-7047. 

For interviews related to the Holocaust Remembrance Association, contact Rozalie Jerome at 
RozalieJ@hra18.org or (832) 287-5057. 

 

Live Auction to Feature Holocaust-Inspired Works by Acclaimed Artists 

The 2025 Upstanders Arise Gala will include a live auction featuring five destination trips, and 
eight powerful works of original art created by acclaimed artists whose lives and legacies speak 
to the heart of the Holocaust Remembrance Association’s mission of education, healing, and 
reconciliation. 

Among the featured artists is Tamar Hirschl, a Holocaust survivor born in Zagreb, Croatia. Now 
living and working in Israel and New York, Hirschl’s internationally exhibited works explore 
themes of survival, displacement, and resilience. Her art serves as a visual testimony to the 
enduring strength of the human spirit. 

Also included is the late Eva Deutsch Costabel, whose life and work stand as a lasting tribute 
to the resilience of Holocaust survivors. A native of Yugoslavia and a survivor of an Italian 
concentration camp, Costabel went on to serve in the Yugoslav resistance. Her abstract 
paintings, shaped by a lifetime of courage and artistic excellence, preserve the memory of 
survival without directly depicting its horrors. 

Susan DeBose Peitzman, a Texas-based artist, songwriter, and calligrapher, will present Hope 
for the Future, a work that inspired the design of the entrance gate to the Holocaust Garden of 
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Hope in Kingwood, Texas. Her art weaves prayer and remembrance into visual form, offering a 
reflection of faith, compassion, and intergenerational hope. 

 

Generous Sponsors Make the Evening Possible 

This year’s gala is made possible by the support of our presenting and community sponsors, 
including: 

●​ Texas A&M University 
●​ Jackson & Company 
●​ The Nathaniel Foundation 
●​ Harriet Latimer & Associates 
●​ Cadence Bank 
●​ Plains State Bank 
●​ The MINT National Bank 
●​ Beth Yeshurun Synagogue 
●​ Beth Israel Synagogue 
●​ Bob Horowitz & Company 
●​ Norton Rose Fulbright 
●​ Mixed Emotions Fine Art & Frame 
●​ Senior Source Insurance 
●​ Minuteman Press – Humble 
●​ Megaton Brewery 
●​ Partnership Lake Houston 
●​ The Forest Image Magazine 
●​ The Crossover Project 
●​ Good Fortune 
●​ Avanti Productions​

 

 

Led by a Dedicated Team of Volunteers and Community Leaders 

The Upstanders Arise Gala is brought to life through the efforts of an outstanding team of 
leaders and volunteers, including: 

Gala Leadership Team 

●​ Gala Chair: The Hon. Holly Ham 
●​ Gala Co-Chair: Basya Benshushan 
●​ Master of Ceremonies: Ben Proler 
●​ Executive Team: Aimee Barlow, Jeffrey Craig, Laura Dufrene, Isa Gould, Rozalie 

Jerome, Curtis McMinn, Mariel Rocha-Narvaez, Sheila Turner​
 



Gala Host Committee​
Lauren & Brent Churchill, Dr. Cheryl & Bruce Craig, Wendy & Jeffrey Craig, Pastors Laura & 
Jerry DuFrene, Christine & Stephen Ege, Isa & Robert Gould, Scott Greene, Enedina Guerrero, 
Holly & Mikel Ham, Rachel Harlin, Pat & Michael Hopkins, Frank Isom & Chere Huber Family, 
Rozalie & Mitchell Jerome, Jan & Paul Knudson, Chris Parker, Johnyne & Tom Rees, Jennifer & 
Brendan Reynolds, Mariel Rocha-Narvaez, Vicky & Chris Sarvadi, Paula Siegel, Tana & Kyneth 
Sparks, Elizabeth & Dr. James Tang, Drs. Rachel & Jacob Towns 

A digital version of this document is available through this QR code: 
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